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killed. Santa Anna was captured, dis-
guising himself in a private’s uniform.

Texans wanted Santa Anna hung be-
cause of the Alamo and for murdering
Colonel Fannin and his 300 volunteers
at Goliad after they had surrendered to
the Mexican army. Wise and politically
astute General Sam Houston would
have none of the lynching and spared
Presidente Santa Anna for later bar-
tering power.

Texas became a free and independent
nation that day and claimed what is
now Texas, and parts of New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado and even
Wyoming. It was one of the largest
land transfers in world history as a re-
sult of just one battle. The latter land
was sold to the United States to pay
Texas’ war debts. Texas was a republic
for over 9 years, and then it was admit-
ted to the Union in 1845 by 1-vote mar-
gin. Some now wish the vote had gone
the other way.

In 1936, Texans built the San Jacinto
Monument to honor the Texas War of
Independence and General Sam’s Vic-
tory. It looks exactly like the Wash-
ington Monument, but it has a star on
top, and, of course, it is bigger.

Today, the bugles are silent and the
battlefield is surrounded by petro-
chemical plants. Not much is said now-
adays about Texas independence or San
Jacinto Day. It is not even a school
holiday anymore. But tomorrow, proud
Texans will be at the San Jacinto Bat-
tleground to honor the few brave Tex-
ans and Tejanos that made Texas a
new, free, independent nation.

We remember our past knowing we
were a nation once, and sometimes we
still act like an independent people and
country. And the rest, they say, is
Texas history.

I will fly the Lone Star flag proudly
on San Jacinto Day, and I will take my
mom a bunch of flowers, remembering
that this glorious day was once a
school holiday to celebrate my moth-
er’s birthday.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SURGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, several
months ago the administration an-
nounced the so-called ‘‘surge,’” or esca-
lation of troops into Baghdad and the
surrounding area. It was claimed by
the administration that the escalation
of over 2,800 more troops in Iraq was
needed to get control of Baghdad and
increase the security of the Iraqi peo-
ple.
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Just what has been the result of that
claim? The exact opposite. Instead of
control, we are seeing a surge in vio-
lence. We are seeing a surge in bomb-
ings and attacks. On one day alone,
Wednesday of this past week, 171 Iraqis
were killed in a wave of bombings.
These were people going about their
lives, going to the market, going to
work, riding the bus; 171 people. They
are not just a number, they are moth-
ers, they are fathers, sisters, brothers,
friends, neighbors and, yes, children.

The violence and brutality should
not be ignored or swept under the rug
or become just another statistic. These
are people whose lives have been cut
short.
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You have to wonder if anyone in Iraq
is safe anymore, especially when a
bomber can enter the green zone and
the parliament building to bomb the
cafeteria. How can we expect Iraqi par-
ents to send their children to school?

How could we imagine how much
courage it takes just to go to the mar-
ket around the corner from your home
for food? Not to mention the bravery it
must take to volunteer to serve as part
of the Iraqi security force.

Our brave men and women in uniform
are doing all they can do to provide se-
curity to the Iraqi people. It is not
their fault that this security seems to
be out of their reach. The fault lies en-
tirely at the desk of one person, the
Commander in Chief.

He is sending troops back for third
and fourth tours of duty, and he has ex-
tended those tours by months. How
many of those troops were provided
sufficient training or body armor? How
many are given access to mental
health care? And once they make it
home, how many were left in the squal-
or of Walter Reed hospital? This is un-
acceptable and against everything our
country stands for.

Poll after poll has found that the
Iraqis and the American public want an
end to this occupation. Even this Con-
gress has gone on record several times
calling for an end to this occupation.

The administration seems to be the
only one who wants to stay the course,
but it is time to face the facts. The
mission is not accomplished. We are
not winning. More people are dying
every single minute and every single
hour and every single day we stay in
Iraq.

I say enough is enough. Bring our
troops home. I will not stop, I will not
rest and I will not back down in my
fight until every last soldier, Marine,
airmen and sailor is home safe with his
or her family.

—————

WAR IS HELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCDERMOTT). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to start off by commenting
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on the lady’s speech that was just
made. I understand her position. War is
hell. It is a horrible thing. We have
been out to Bethesda and Walter Reed
Hospital, and we have seen the damage
that war has done to a lot of our young
people.

It is a terrible thing. It was a terrible
thing in all the other conflicts we have
been involved in where people have
been killed and maimed, World War I,
World War II, Korea, Vietnam, the Rev-
olutionary War, the Civil War. War is
horrible. Nobody wants war. We all
want our troops home as quickly as
possible. There is no question about
that. Where we differ is what this war
is all about and what will happen if we
do not do what is necessary.

Yesterday, a Sunni insurgent coali-
tion in Iraq announced an Islamic cabi-
net, and they named an al Qaeda leader
as their Minister of War. Throughout
this whole debate over these years, the
opponents on the other side have said
al Qaeda was not involved in Iraq, that
we did not have any reason to go in
there. Al Qaeda was involved in Iraq.
Osama bin Laden was involved in Iraq.
The people that bombed the USS Cole,
the World Trade Center, our embassies
around the world were in Iraq, and now
they have appointed a war minister
over there who is the head of al Qaeda
in Iraq today.

So there is a world war against ter-
rorism. Al Qaeda is the main leader of
that war against the United States and
the rest of the world. It is a war that
we cannot afford to lose. They are
using children as bombs. They are tak-
ing carloads of dynamite and other ex-
plosives and are driving into crowded
places to kill people.

We all know how horrible that is, and
we also know how horrible it was when
al Qaeda operatives flew into the World
Trade Center and killed over 3,000 peo-
ple, the worst tragedy in American his-
tory, and it was on our soil. So we are
in a world war against radicals, al
Qaeda, and we cannot back down.

If we back down in Iraq, as my col-
leagues on the other side want us to do,
it is going to send a signal, already is
sending a signal to them, the al Qaeda
and the terrorists, that we will not per-
severe, that we will back down, and
they will, as they said yesterday, cre-
ate an Islamic State in Iraq. And if you
create an Islamic State in Iraq and do
away with the democracy that is there
now, you are going to provide a breed-
ing ground for more terrorism and
more attacks on the West and Europe
and the rest of the world.

This is a war that may go on for a
while, but it is one we must not and
cannot lose. My colleagues on the
other side are well-intentioned, but the
fact of the matter is they want to en-
courage and they are encouraging by
their factions, our enemy, our mortal
enemy, the terrorists and al Qaeda.

Now, yesterday, I was very distressed
when the majority leader in the United
States Senate said that we have lost
the war. To say that when al Qaeda is
appointing a war minister in Iraq is a
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